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necked intolerance of opinions differing from their own, and
more especially with the Liquor-Law. "And the way they
keep the Sabbath holy in England and America/' said
Bismarck; "it is sheer tyranny of the most appalling
description* I remember that, the first time I went to
England and landed in Hull, I began to whistle in the
street An Englishman whose acquaintance I had made on
board the packet begged me not to whistle* I asked
* Why not ? Is it forbidden to whistle here ?' * No/ he
replied; 'but this is the Sabbath-day.' I was so much
annoyed that I forthwith took a ticket for another steamer,
bound to Edinburgh; I could not stand not being allowed
to whistle when I pleased .,. On the whole, however, I am
by no means against keeping the Sabbath holy," he con-
tinued, after Bucher had observed that Sunday in England
is, after all, not altogether so abominable as people in
Germany generally imagine; its quietude had always done
him good after the bustle and clamour of the London week-
days. "On the contrary, as a landed proprietor, I do what
I can in that direction. Only I will not peuirt any com-
pulsion to be exercised upon my people. Every m;ia must
know how best he may prepare himself for the other world
. . No work ought to be done on Sundays, not particularly
because to labour on the Sabbath is a brcich of (itxl's
commandments, but because human beings require repose.
This rule does not, of course, apply to the service of the
State, especially in the diplomatic department, where
despatches and telegrams have to be attended to or* Sunday
as well as upon any other day. Nor can the peasant be
blamed during harvest time, who, after a long spell of ram,
fine weather having set In on Saturday afternoon, carries his
hay or wheat on Sunday. I could never have the heart to
prohibit my farmers from doing that by a clause in their